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charity bound, to promote the salvation of their countrymen :
wishing with St. Paul, that the whole kingdom were as they
are. But what assurance will they please to give, that when
their sect shall become the national established worship,
they will treat Us Dissenters as we have treated them?
Was this their course of proceeding during the dominion of
the saints ? Were not all the remainders of the Episcopal
Church in those days, especially the clergy, under a per-
secution for above a dozen years, equal to that of the
primitive Christians under heathen emperors? That this
proceeding was suitable to their principles, is known enough;
for many of their preachers then writ books expressly against
allowing any liberty of conscience, in a religion different from
their own; producing many arguments to prove that
opinion; and among the rest one frequently insisted on ;
that allowing such a liberty would be to establish iniquity by
a law: Many of these writings are yet to be seen j1 and I
hear, have been quoted by the doctor above mentioned.

As to their great objection of prostituting that holy
institution, the blessed Sacrament, by way of a test before
admittance into any employment; I ask, whether they would
not be content to receive it after their own manner, for the
office of a judge, for that of a commissioner in the revenue,
for a regiment of horse, or to be a lord justice ? I believe
they would scruple it as little, as a long grace before and
after dinner; which they can say without bending a knee ;
for, as I have been told, their manner of taking bread and
wine in their conventicles, is performed with little more
solemnity than at their common meals. And, therefore,
since they look upon our practice in receiving the elements,
to be idolatrous; they neither can, nor ought, in conscience,
to allow us that liberty, otherwise than by connivance, and a
bare toleration, like what is permitted to the Papists. But,
lest we should offend them, I am ready to change this test
for another; although, I am afraid, that sanctified reason is,
by no means, the point where the difficulty pinches; and
only offered by pretended churchmen, as if they could be
content with our believing, that the impiety and profanation

1 See many hundred quotations to prove this, in the treatise called
Scotch   Presbyterian  Eloquence."    [Note  in Faulkner's  edition,